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Project 1:
Rare Book Digitisation Project

A HKUL-iGroup Collaboration



Project Scope

ÅDigitization, i.e. scanning of images and 
production of 4,000 e-books (about 
1,200,000 images) in 12 months

ÅRare, out-of-copyright books on China 
and Asia written in English

ÅProject started in July 2008



Motivators

ÅPreservation

ÅAccess

ÅImproving searching capabilities

ÅSupporting teaching and research

ÅStrengthening the role of HKU Libraries 
as a digital content provider



Books to be digitized

ÅWestern Rare books about Asia, including:

ïMorrison Collection

ïHankow Collection

ï/ƘŀǘŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Χ



Morrison Collection

ÅFormerly Library of the 
Morrison Education Society, 
an educational institution 
set up in 1836 to further the 
work of Rev Robert 
Morrison, the first 
Protestant missionary in 
China

ÅOpened in Old English 
Factory, Guangzhou, in early 
1838



Books from:  

ÅLibrary at the English 
Factory (1806-1834)

For the library at Canton

from the Author



wƻōŜǊǘ aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΣ 
John R. Morrison, when he passed 
away in 1843



From Guangzhou to HKU



The Collection

ÅNo new additions since 
1869

ÅRepresentative of the 
period

ÅBible in different 
languages

ÅSome books on China

Å1,284 titles in 2,726 
volumes



Hankow Collection

ÅThe British founded the Hankow Club in 1878 
to provide amenities for the foreign 
communities in Hankow

ÅA place for fun and social gatherings

ÅIn Chinese the Club was called ̪ ̫
and ̪ ̫(Chinese translation of pool?)



Where was it?


